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SUBJECT: 61ST ECOSOC: U.S. PROPOSAL ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS 

REF: STATE 179170 

IRELAND IS NOT A MEMBER OF ECOSOC, BUT WE HAVE NEVERTHELESS 
DISCUSSED WITH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS USG VIEWS ON ILLICIT 
PAYMENTS CONVENTION INASMUCH AS MATTER WILL BE DISCUSSED IN EC 
MEETINGS WHERE IRELAND IS REPRESENTED. OUR CONTACT AT DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (COUNSELLOR B. MCHUGH) ADVISED US THAT GOI 
AGREES IN GENERAL WITH USG ON THIS SUBJECT. IRELAND DEPENDS VERY 
MUCH ON TNC'S FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS INDUSTRY AND WOULD NOT 
WANT TO BE PARTY TO ANY ACTION THAT MIGHT RESTRICT THE FLOW OF 
INVESTMENT. CORRUPT PRACTICES, HOWEVER, ARE A DIFFERENT MATTER, 
AND MCHUGH ASSURED US THAT GOI WOULD FAVOR MEASURES TO CURB 
SUCH PRACTICES. 
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